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Therefore, the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will  
conceive and give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel. 

Isaiah 7:14 
  



  



What is Advent? 
The word Advent is derived from a 
Latin word that means “coming”. It 
is during this ancient Christian 
season that we turn our hearts and 
minds to the coming of Jesus 
Christ. Advent is a time to reflect 
on His first coming as we anticipate 
His second coming. Advent is a 
season in which we not only reflect 
on God’s entrance into history, but 
we invite Him to enter into our lives a fresh. It is a time to let God disturb 
the waters of our lives and fill us anew with His redeeming power. It is a 
time when we are restored with hope for His soon return. Advent takes 
place during the 4 weeks before Christmas, beginning on Sunday. This 
year, Advent begins on November 30. 
 
Why Advent? 
As a people who believe in and eagerly await the return of Jesus Christ, 
Advent is a wonderful opportunity to allow God to refocus our vision and 
recapture the urgency of the times in which we live. Advent also provides 
an opportunity for a personal spiritual refreshing as we examine our own 
lives and invite God to come in and redeem every part of us. Lastly, 
Advent is an opportunity to reflect on the first coming of Jesus and all 
that His breaking into this world symbolizes. 
 
It is our prayer that we all take time, each day, to read from our Advent 
Devotional, to breathe deeply and focus on the message of this season. 
God loved us so much that he sent his son...let’s celebrate! 
 
We pray for you a wonderful Christmas filled with God’s love. May Joy be 
your gift this very day and may Faith, Hope and Love be your treasures in 
the New Year! 
 
Have a very blessed Advent & Christmas Season! 
The Staff of Bethel Lutheran Church 
 
 
 
 



November 30          1st Week of Advent    
Isaiah 2:1–5 
 
…”There’s a day coming when the mountain of God’s House will be THE 
Mountain – solid, towering over all mountains. All nations will river 
toward it, people from all over set out for it. They’ll say, ‘Come, let’s 
climb God’s Mountain, go to the House of the God of Jacob. He’ll 
show us the way He works so we can live the way we’re made.’… He’ll 
settle things fairly between nations. He’ll make things right between 
many peoples. They’ll turn their swords into shovels, their spears into 
hoes. No more will nation fight nation; they won’t play war anymore. 
Come, family of Jacob, let’s live in the light of God.” (Isaiah 2:1-5) [MSG] 
 
Isaiah was an extraordinary prophet. He had visions about God and 
shared them with his “peeps” in three forms – Judgement, Comfort and 
Faith. These verses found in Chapter 2 fall under the “Judgement” of 
God. 
 
So, what is this vision saying to us? To look and move forward with God’s 
promises and encouragement. This “mountain” is the tallest structure 
with God himself sitting on top – teaching us and leading us in His way. 
No more fighting globally, nationally, or even in our churches. He wants 
unity – no more “red” or “blue” – no more fighting over worship or 
music styles. He wants unity!! He’s calling us to come with teachable 
hearts, open eager ears and then put into practice what He teaches. 
 
This Advent season is all about looking forward to being with Him on His 
Holy mountain. God sent His Son, Jesus, to lead the way. My prayer is 
that we all follow Him into blessed eternity. 
 
Oh God, what an awesome God You are! Thank you for allowing us to 
see a little bit of the future. Thank You especially for Jesus – Your 
precious Son and our Savior and Brother. We pray for open eyes and ears 
to hear Your Word. Amen. 
 
Suzy Patterson 
 
  
  



December 1 
Psalm 89:35-37 

 
Psalms 89: 35-37 "Once for all, I have sworn by my holiness - and I will 
not lie to David - that his line will continue forever and his throne endure 
before me like the sun; it will be established forever like the moon, the 
faithful witness in the sky." 
 
The Old Testament book of Psalms talks about the relationship David 
had with God. David talks to God about everything. Even though David 
sinned against God, he prayed for forgiveness and repented from the 
lust he had in his heart. God is restating the commitment  he made to 
David earlier in the book of Psalms to continue his lineage forever. 
 
Then in the New Testament, we find that Jesus was born as a 
descendent from the House of David, many generations later, where he 
sits on the throne forever. 
 
The angels were "the faithful witness in the sky." The New Testament 
says Jesus was born in a manger in the dark of night. I can't imagine how  
the night sky must have lit up with the innumerable, immense number 
of angels who came to welcome God in human form and spread the 
word through the land. 
 
Life is interesting. We don't always understand the consequences of the 
choices we make until many years later. God wants us to commune with 
him regularly regarding every aspect of our life. God knows we are 
human and that we make mistakes yet he is still there for us every step 
of the way. 
 
When I feel separated from God, I look to see what I might be trying to 
hide knowing full well there is nothing we can do that God does not see. 
It is then that I ask for forgiveness and re-commit myself to God. 
 
Lord, thank you for never giving up on us. Thank you for all the second 
chances you give us. 
 
Linda Burdett 
  



December 2 
Psalm 132:13-18 
 

Psalms has many authors and is filled with prayers of despair to new 
heights of joy and praise as they discover the power of GOD’s everlasting 
love, forgiveness, and grace. This Psalm’s author is anonymous. This 
Psalmist in these verses reflects on God’s promise to perpetuate David’s 
lineage. 
 

 “For the Lord has chosen Zion, he has desired it for his dwelling: 
This is my resting place for ever and ever; here I will sit enthroned, for I 
have desired it— I will bless her with abundant provisions: her poor will I 
satisfy with food. I will clothe her priests with salvation, and her saints 
will ever sing for joy. Here I will make a horn grow for David and set up a 
lamp for my anointed one. I will clothe his enemies with shame, but the 
crown on his head will be resplendent” Psalm 132 v 13-18 
 

The promise is that David’s sons would sit on Israel’s throne forever, with 
two conditions. One is that David’s descendants would perpetually rule 
over Israel as long as they followed God. Second, that David's royal line 
would never end.  
 

The “horn” to grow for David refers to one of his sons Solomon who was 
indeed a glorious king! But if you look ahead even further to another 
descendant of David, Jesus the Messiah would also come from David’s 
family tree.  
 

We are so blessed that America was founded on biblical principals and 
George Washington’s first mission was to go to a small church in New 
York, and he prayed for three hours for God’s blessing on this new 
nation. God blessed our land (USA) with abundant provisions, food, 
clothes, priests, and safe places to worship and pray.  
 

We also live with these “two conditions or parts”. First, we must follow 
God and obey the Bible and its teachings. Second, that our leaders, 
would also follow these Biblical principles, or we could lose God’s 
blessings and favor. We are sinful people, and we live in a sinful world.  
But we gather, pray, study God’s word for his HOLY blessing on our lives, 
our homes, our country and our mission here on this earth.  
 

Heavenly Father, we thank you for being our Savior and blessing our 
land. Help us in our weak moments to pray, praise, and worship you. 
Help us find the spiritual gifts you blessed us with and use them to 
further your kingdom. Peace and blessing to all this Christmas Season. 
Your grace is sufficient. Amen. 
 

Jim and Joanne Hogle  



December 3 
Psalm 18:46 

 
"The Lord lives! Praise be to my Rock! Exalted be God my Savior!"    
Psalm 18:46 
 
2 Samuel 22:1 "And David spoke to the Lord the words of this song on 
the day when the Lord delivered him from the hand of all his enemies, 
and from the hand of Saul." 
 
David had a long life, and he credited the Lord with keeping him safe 
from his enemies and attributed his wartime victories to God's 
intervention. David knew that God was the one true God. At a time 
when idols were worshipped, David knew that the Lord was his 
protector and his savior. 
 
God is with us, always. It is a blessing to know that when my mortal life 
is over, my children & my grandchildren will still have God on this earth 
as their protector, just as David did. We can go to our eternal home 
knowing that God's "got this." When we  put the Lord first, ahead of our 
possessions and our collections, He fights our battles and He is our rock.   
 
Heavenly Father, we are blessed beyond measure to have you as our 
Rock. As we enter into this Christmas season, the most important part of 
our day is the time we spend in prayer & in reading your word. Bless us 
this & every day.  Amen. 
 
Linda Crist 
  



December 4 
Psalm 22:3-5 
 
Psalms has many authors and is filled with prayers of despair to new 
heights of joy and praise as they discover the power of GOD’s everlasting 
love, forgiveness and grace. Psalms were written between the time of 
Moses 1440 B.C. and the Babylonian captivity 586 B.C.  
 

Psalm 22 is a prayer written by David. Despite rejection by his friends 
and God, David believed that God would lead him out of despair. He 
looked forward to the day God would rule over the entire earth. Verses 
3-5 are below. 
 

“Yet you are enthroned as the Holy One; you are the praise of Israel. In 
you our fathers put their trust; they trusted and you delivered them. 
They cried to you and were saved; in you they trusted and were not 
disappointed.  
 

First, I can’t imagine being David, he experienced a lot at an early age. 
Then, he was given much responsibility for God’s people. But David is as 
human as you or I, so he too gave in to “worldly desires and pleasures,” 
just as all of us have.  
 

David at this time was being scorned and mocked by the people, lots of 
insults, and they said “He trusts in the LORD; let the LORD rescue him”.  
Sound familiar? A moment where you let a spouse, friend or loved one 
down? Or maybe your just lost your job, lost a business and had to let all 
the employees go?  Human nature and our sinfulness does not escape 
any of us.  
 

However, when we feel beat up, scorned or let someone or our family 
down, we feel the sting of rejection. When this feeling comes, we must 
remind ourselves of verse 5 above, cry out to the Lord for you are saved, 
in GOD we trust and we will not be disappointed.  We all need HIS grace 
and forgiveness while on our journey in this broken world.  
 

Heavenly Father, we thank you for being our Savior, for your grace and 
gift of eternal life and setting us free. Help us in our weak moments to 
pray, worship, or sing your praises, knowing that trusting in YOU is all 
we need. Thank you for preparing a new Heaven and a new Earth to live 
in eternal harmony with you. Peace and blessing to all this Christmas 
Season. Amen. 
 

Jim and Joanne Hogle  



December 5 
Psalm 2:6-7 

 
We set the scene: Kings of pagan nations do not acknowledge YHWH 
and have no loyalty to him. Therefore, they unite in rebellion against 
YHWH and his chosen people Israel. YHWH scorns the futile intentions 
of the pagan kings. In judgment he proclaims,  

 
“I have installed my king 
    on Zion, my holy  mountain.” 
 I will proclaim the Lord’s decree: 
He said to me, “You are my son; 
    today I have become your father. 

 
The psalmist knows this describes the special relationship between 
YHWH and the Davidic kings as described in 2 Samuel 7:14. 
 
So how do we apply this psalm to Jesus? First, Matthew traces the 
lineage of Jesus from King David (Matthew 1). Then God declares Jesus 
is his Son at his baptism (Matthew 3:17) and at his transfiguration 
(Matthew 17:5). Additionally, Paul (Acts 13:33) and the author of 
Hebrews (1:5), through the inspiration of Holy Spirit, interpret the 
unique Father/Son relationship of the Father and the preexistent Jesus. 
It is the coming of the King into his kingdom who will exact justice upon 
the nations who rebel. 
 
The early church clearly saw Jesus as Messiah and the true king that God 
installed. He is the true Son of God, not an adopted son as the kings of 
Israel and Judah saw themselves. 
 
Thank you, Father God, that you have placed your Son as King over this 
earth and all nations. We pray that all nations may come to know this 
truth through your Holy Spirit. 
 
Carol and David Jacobs 
  



December 6 
Psalm 102: 18-22 
 
Let this be written for a future generation that a people not yet created 
may praise the Lord: “The Lord looked down from his sanctuary on high, 
from heaven he viewed the earth, to hear the groans of the prisoners 
and release those condemned to death.” So the name of the Lord will be 
declared in Zion and his praise in Jerusalem when the peoples and the 
kingdoms assemble to worship the Lord. Psalm 102:18 – 22 NIV 
 
Advent is the time when we look to Jesus’ humble birth. This set of 
verses speaks of God’s certain deliverance of His people being recorded 
for His continual praise. And isn’t that what Jesus’ story is - God sent 
Him to earth to save us, to deliver us from the sins which imprison us. 
 
We did a great Bible Study at WOW last year “The Rose Bible Overview” 
which went through each book of the Bible from Genesis through 
Revelation. At the end of each lesson was a paragraph pointing to Jesus 
in that book. It was interesting and eye opening to see Jesus in the Old 
Testament books, which we may have missed before. Here He is in 
Psalm 102 ~ God’s “certain deliverance” of His people. 
 
Dear Heavenly Father as we celebrate the birth of your Son, our Savior, 
this Christmas, help us remember Him as our “certain deliverance” and 
welcome Him each day with thanks that He came to save us from our 
sins. Amen. 
 
Vicki Cooper 
 

  



2nd Week of Advent                December 7 
Psalm 72:1–7 

 
Psalm 72 paints a prophetic picture of a righteous King who would rule 
with justice, compassion, and peace. Though written as a prayer for 
Solomon, it ultimately points to a greater King—Jesus Christ. Long 
before the manger, God’s promise was clear: a Savior would come to 
bring righteousness to the poor, peace to the troubled, and blessing to 
every nation. 
 
The birth of Jesus is not a spontaneous event but the culmination of 
centuries of divine promise. The One foretold by prophets was fulfilled 
in Bethlehem. He did not come with earthly power but with heavenly 
purpose—to reign through love, mercy, and truth. His rule brings life to 
the weary, justice to the oppressed, and hope to those walking in 
darkness. 
 
As people of Bethel, we are invited to live in the fulfillment of this 
promise. The light that broke into the world through Christ still shines 
through us today. We help others see the glory of His birth when we 
reflect His righteousness in our actions through volunteerism in our 
Bethel missions and our communities, extend His peace in our words, 
and share His blessings with those in need. Each act of kindness, each 
moment of forgiveness, and each opportunity to serve becomes a 
testimony to the living King. 
 
This season, may we remember that the story of Christmas is both 
ancient and alive. What was foretold has been fulfilled—and continues 
to unfold through God’s people. Let us carry the message of hope, 
justice, and peace so that others may glimpse the glory of the One who 
reigns forever. 
 
Prayer: Lord, thank You for promises fulfilled in Jesus. Let Your peace, 
justice, and love flow through us, that others may see Your glory and 
know the joy of Your salvation. Amen. 
 
Jim Herr 
  



December 8 
Psalm 110:1 
 
Seated in Victory  
 
Psalm 110:1 is one of the most quoted Old Testament verses in the New 
Testament, and for good reason—it reveals a powerful truth about Jesus 
Christ and His eternal authority. 
 
David, records a conversation between God the Father and God the Son: 
“The Lord says to my Lord…” This is a glimpse into the exaltation of 
Christ after His resurrection. Jesus is invited to sit at the right hand of 
God—a position of honor, authority, and rest. We mention this as we 
recite the Apostle’s Creed, “ascended into heaven and is seated at the 
right hand of the Father.” The right hand signifies power and favor, and 
to be seated there means the work is finished. This verse reminds us 
that Jesus is not anxious or confused, yet confident that He belongs next 
to His Father. He is seated in victory.  
 
His enemies will be made His footstool, not through conflict or war, but 
by proclamation by God the Father. This gives God’s people reassurance 
and peace knowing that God the Father and God the Son have complete 
authority. For us, this means we can live from a place of comfort, not 
fear. If Christ is at the right hand, and we are seated with Christ, then 
our battles are won through Grace 
with Christ. We can trust that God is 
working, even when we don’t see it. 
The enemies of fear, doubt, and 
discouragement are being subdued 
under His feet. 
 
Steve & Betsy Horton 
  



December 9 
Psalm 40:8-9 

 
I delight to do your will, O my God; your law is within my heart.’  I have 
told the glad news of deliverance in the great congregation; see, I have 
not restrained my lips, as you know, O LORD. Psalm 40: 8 & 9 (NRSV)  
 

These verses from Psalm 40 are part of a passage that a wise camp 
counselor recommended to me when I was not having the same 
“mountain top” experience that my peers at church camp were having:  
 

“I waited patiently for the Lord; he inclined to me and heard my cry. He 
drew me up from the desolate pit, out of the miry bog, and set my feet 
upon a rock, making my steps secure.  Psalm 40:1-2 
 

I remember that I found the image of God hearing my cry and lifting me 
up out of my “desolate pit” very encouraging.  It took me years to come 
to terms with what I felt was a “lack of faith” that I was not experiencing 
the messages that week with tears and joyfulness.  I often pondered this 
passage as I struggled to understand what had happened.  At some 
point I realized that what I was calling a lack of faith, was actually God 
trying to move me toward a deeper kind of faith that was not based on 
“experiences” but on belief. 
 

“Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things 
not seen.”  Hebrews 11:1 
 

Things not seen or felt!  God was helping me to realize a more complete 
faith that did not rely on having his presence and grace and salvation 
“proven” to me by an emotional experience but rather by trusting in the 
truth of his grace without “evidence.” 
 

Today I think about Mary – the faith she had to accept her situation and 
the courage to withstand the judgement of others in the face of a 
message she could not prove.  Mary responds to the news of her being 
chosen: “Let it be with me according to your word.” Luke 1:38   
 

The psalmist put it this way: “I delight to do your will, O my God.”   
 

Mary’s journey may have begun with an angelic vision, but in reality, her 
days were probably very ordinary. Yet she was able to sing of the 
blessings she had received and witness to God’s promises to send a 
Savior!  (see Luke 1:46-56) 
 

The psalmist put it this way: “I have told the glad news of deliverance!”  
 

Kay Smith 



December 10 
Psalm 45:17 
 
“I will make your name to be remembered in all generations; therefore, 
shall the people praise you forever and ever.” Psalm 45:17 
 
Christmas is the season that reminds us of the promise of our salvation 
through Jesus’ birth.  Psalm 45 finds its deepest fulfillment in Christ. 
Born in a humble stable, His arrival was not marked by royal acclaim but 
by the humblest of surroundings.  A manger, a single bright star, 
shepherds, animals, a young mother, and a simple carpenter.  Then, 
angels and wise men spread the word of our Savior’s birth.  Isn’t it 
amazing that this fulfillment of an Old Testament prophecy was when 
that promise comes alive. Our Redeemer’s name—Jesus, Emmanuel, 
Prince of Peace, Rabbi—has echoed through time, crossing continents 
and cultures. Why? Because it started with one person giving testimony 
to Christ Jesus our Savior and Redeemer.  Then families spoke the word 
giving credence to the prophecy.  Villages and towns began repeating 
the events and became a movement in belief. From one person to 
another each heart turned toward hope in a testament to the truth of 
this verse. 
 
Prayer: 
Lord Jesus, thank You for coming into our world and into our hearts. As 
we celebrate Your birth, help us to remember that You are the reason for 
every generation’s hope. Use my voice to continue the testimony of your 
Name.  May Your name be lifted high in our homes, our communities, 
and our lives—not just this season, but forever. Amen. 
 
Gary and Rise Helgemo  
 
 

  



December 11 
Psalm 118:26 

 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. From the house of the 
Lord we bless you. Psalm 118:26 
 
What a wonderful verse to share in this Advent Season.  The birth of the 
blessed one, Jesus.  The fulfillment of a promise made by the Lord to 
send the world a Savior to all who believe in the Lord.  Joy to the world 
the Lord has come!  We are told that the heavenly hosts sang when they 
announced the birth of Jesus to the shepherds.  “Hosana in the highest”.  
What a celebration among the believers as the news spread of the 
humble birth of the Messiah.   
 
During this advent season, we prepare our homes for joyous Christmas 
celebrations.  How do we celebrate?  Perhaps with family, friends and 
neighbors.  I ask myself, “have I fully opened my heart to the Lord?”   
Have I focused on God’s promise of our savior Jesus?  Have I shared the 
celebration with others of the Jesus who came to deliver humanity from 
sin?  I know I can do more.  I know I can do better.  I pray that I may 
share the joyous Christmas celebration with my heart full of Christian 
joy. 
 
Our Father, 
We thank and praise you for delivering your promise of sending us a 
Savior.  We celebrate his birth with all who believe in Him.  He promises 
us eternal life and salvation.  Guide and help us to reach out to spread 
our Christian joy and to seek ways to be a blessing to others. 
 
Sherry Fischer 
 

  



December 12 
Psalm 109:6 
 

Appoint an evil man to oppose him; 
let an accuser stand at his right hand. 

Psalm 109:6 
 
I have read through this verse for three days.  I read the passages 
before and after my verse. I see what is written, but I don't 
understand.  How can a request for "an evil man" possibly prepare us 
for the child that will be born of God - whose life is given to 
radiate  love, instruction, and forgiveness?? 
 
Upon diving into this further... it is not the birth of Jesus that is 
being predicted but his betrayal by an accuser that stands at his right 
hand. The evil man appointed to oppose Jesus- Judas Iscariot –   
where the prophecy was fulfilled in the New Testament. 
 
Do you ever think about the number of times a day we betray 
Jesus? Promises we make and then break. The complaining we do 
over circumstances beyond our control. The gossip we spread because 
of our unhappiness, or the wrongs we feel other people have done to 
us. We are human, and we do sin but that doesn't give us the right to 
sin "on purpose." 
 
Jesus knew what was going to happen to him and yet he chose to 
come to earth and give us a second chance. A chance to trust him and 
talk to him about all we feel – good, bad, lonely…. He already knows 
and yet he still wants us to trust that he will listen and give us peace.    
Feelings are ours alone, and everyone is entitled to feel the entire range 
of feelings that come with  that.  Not everyone  feels the same thing 
about a  given situation. Sometimes you need to identify what you 
are feeling and put a name to it before you can accept the peace only 
God can give and begin to heal. 
 
He is there. He has been waiting for us all his life. 
 
Linda Burdett  



December 13 
Psalm 16:11 

 
You make known to me the path of life; You will fill me with joy in Your 
presence, with eternal pleasures at Your right hand. Psalm 16:11 
 
This last verse of Psalm 16 is a perfect example of our uplifting and 
delightful Advent Devotional  theme: Foretold and Fulfilled.  That phrase 
is so full of the joy, wonder, beauty and hope of Christmas!  
 
This entire Psalm is my most favorite. It speaks of God as the One  
who controls what happens in my life, and acknowledges that my life 
has been wonderfully blessed by Him.  With Him at my right hand I will 
not be shaken.  And it states that therefore my heart is glad and my 
tongue rejoices, (and in those words reminds me to be more glad and 
do more rejoicing than my anxious self often does!) 
 
With Christmas approaching, we are reminded that our special reason 
for joy in His presence is that God Himself became incarnate so that in 
Jesus He could pay the entire debt that our sin-filled lives owe.   And so 
the Foretold promise that we will be filled with joy and with eternal 
pleasures will absolutely be Fulfilled. 
  
“Lord, As I lay down in sleep last 
night and rose this morning only 
by Your grace, so keep me in a 
joyful, lively remembrance that 
whatever happens, I will someday 
know my final rising – the 
resurrection – because Jesus 
Christ lay down in death for me 
and rose for my justification. 
Amen.”  from The Songs of Jesus 
by Tim Keller 
 
Trudy Kussow 
  



December 14              3rd Week of Advent   
Isaiah 35:1–10 
 
Highway of Holiness - Isaiah 35:1-10 
  
 “A  Highway shall be there, and It shall be called the Way of Holiness.” 
vs 8 
 
This is a favorite passage for me and becomes more meaningful as I 
grow older. It describes the Holy Highway that illustrates our receiving 
Christ’s power to change us from a dry, blind, deaf, weak, crippled 
person into a healed, transformed person provided for by Christ, and as 
a transformed person, travel the Highway of Holiness that guides us to 
our place in heaven for eternity.   
 
I visualize this highway walking beside my sister who now hears; walking 
beside Bill’s sons who died as children and are now healthy and free; 
and walking beside my nephew who spent his life from 7 to 24 with the 
scourge of Cancer; and all the friends and relatives that have gone 
before me as we traverse this highway that is not flat but is slanted up to 
heaven.   
 
And all of us singing with everlasting joy in our hearts as we reach the 
throne of God. This is what Christ did for us and we can rejoice singing  
praises to our Lord as we reach the end of this holy road.    
 
Prayer: Lord as we transverse this Advent Season, guide us to remember 
that your coming is the reason our pain and suffering will end, and we 
will rejoice because you came and freed us to travel a holiness road with 
you. Amen. 
 
Mary  Jo Mikulski 



December 15 
Psalm 80:7 

 
 "Restore us, God Almighty; make your face shine on us, that we may be 
saved." Psalm 80:7 
 
Many think that the 80th psalm addresses the destruction of the 
northern kingdom of Israel and the near destruction of Judah by the 
Assyrians during the time of Hezekiah; and that this psalm was a prayer 
for the welfare of the people of the north and for the restoration of 
Israel.  
 
Verse 8 is the refrain that concludes each of 3 sections of the full psalm, 
so it draws our attention. It is indeed a prayer, asking God to restore 
Israel, and save the people from suffering and mocking. It can work for 
us today as a plea for God to save us from our hardships and sins. It 
reflects hope in God's power, and confirms our trust in His faithfulness. 
 
The last section of the psalm includes a prayer for a godly king who 
would help avert further disaster that was soon to come. However, even 
the best kings of Judah could not undo the damage caused by the 
people’s sin. For that, a far greater king would be needed. Many years 
later that King did come to the little town of Bethlehem: Jesus Christ, 
our Lord. Because of him, we can all be restored, and receive 
forgiveness and life eternal. Also, because of him, we can pray with 
confidence: 

 
Restore us, Lord God Almighty; make your 
face shine on us, that we may be saved. 
Amen. 
 
Gary and Susan Tobison  



December 16  
Matthew 12:50 
 
For whoever does the will of my Father in heaven is my brother and 
sister and mother. Matthew 12:50 
 
How are we related?  In this verse it is made pretty clear that doing the 
will of God, our heavenly Father, is really all it takes.  The family 
connections of brother, sister, mother, and obviously our fathers – 
including our heavenly Father. 
 
With that said, how difficult can it be?  I think for each of us there are 
times when things are difficult, including remembering to do the will of 
God.  Fortunately, He is and will always be available to each of us.  Just 
as earthly parents, we are available and love our children independent 
of their ages.   
 
Are we good enough?  YOU BET, as you and I are each a child of God. 
 
In this preparation time for the blessed event of Christmas and the birth 
of our Lord in the human form of a baby Jesus, let us continue to rejoice 
in that blessing. 
 
And we pray – Dear Heavenly Father, 
we are continually reminded of you in 
this world during this advent season 
in preparation to celebrate the birth 
of your son.  We are thankful for the 
love that you have so generously 
lavished upon us.  May not only we, 
but more of the world get to know 
you and share the blessing of being 
Your children. 
 
John Schutte 



December 17 
Matthew 1:18 

 
This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary 
was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she 
was found to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. Matthew 1:18 
 

This was the miracle of Jesus’s birth! Conceived by the Holy Spirit to a 
virgin! No matter how many times in my lifetime I hear this, it gives me 
chills.  
  

It took great faith then and now to believe this miracle. God knew what 
He was doing when He chose Mary and Joseph. Not only were they 
obedient, they had enormous faith. Try to imagine what it felt like for 
Mary to hear this news and feel this baby grow inside her. It must have 
been completely overwhelming for her. And it took divine intervention 
in the form of a dream to prevent Joseph from quietly divorcing Mary 
when he received the news. They both took this responsibility very 
seriously and devoted all their energy into protecting this baby before 
and after he was born. They had to worry about much larger dangers 
than average parents with an average baby. A king wanted to kill their 
child!  
  

As a mother who has given birth to three babies, I cannot imagine what 
it would be like to know exactly who your child is before they are born, 
let alone they are the Messiah. And then have to protect that child from 
a king who wants him dead! Did Mary and Joseph even get to 
experience the excitement and joy of being blessed with a baby?  
  

Today it is next to impossible to believe a virgin could give birth to a 
baby unless there was medical intervention but few would believe 
divine intervention. But believing in this divine conception is a 
cornerstone of Christianity. Without it, Jesus isn’t Jesus Christ, he isn’t 
divine, and he isn’t sinless. 
  

At Christmas, we celebrate the miracle of Jesus’s birth to a virgin, 
conceived of the Holy Spirit. We enjoy the excitement and joy and the 
hope and promise of a new baby that maybe Mary and Joseph didn’t get 
to experience. And we are grateful for the birth of Jesus because he was 
the greatest gift! 
  

Heavenly Father, 
Thank you for the miracle of Jesus’s birth. Thank you for Mary and 
Joseph’s faithfulness and obedience. Thank you for the gift of Jesus to 
save us all. In Jesus name, Amen. 
 

Sarah Manro 



December 18 
Matthew 3:2 
 
Repent of your sins and turn to God, for the Kingdom of Heaven is near. 

Matthew 3:2 
 

John the Baptist was preaching to the crowds to change your minds and 
turn away from sin because the reign of God was about to begin with 
the arrival of the Messiah. He was wanting the people to turn away from 
their sins and towards God. You need to actively make the decision to 
turn from your own ways, admit your shortcomings, and actively seek 
God’s help to live according to His will, trusting in His grace for 
forgiveness. 
 

He was calling you to repent your sins and turn towards God. What John 
said back then could be true today and we have forgotten that we are 
sinners and need the guidance of God. We need to repent our sins and 
seek out our Lord’s grace and forgiveness. Can we truly be free of 
sinning? I will admit that I stray from God on occasion and repent and 
turn back towards him. Can you say the same thing? 
 

John also advised them that the Kingdom of Heaven was near. He was 
indicating that the Messiah and God’s kingdom was now close, and that 
we need to prepare for the King’s arrival by making our heart and life 
suitable for His rule. We should think that way today as Jesus will return, 
and we need to be prepared for him to lead us to the promised land of 
Heaven when the time is right. 
 

We need to reflect on our choices and actions towards others. To 
prepare for the coming of Christ by living a life of repentance, faith, and 
holiness. 
 

Let us pray: 
Dear God, I come before you with a repentant heart, acknowledging my 
sins and shortcomings. I pray that you forgive me and cleanse me from 
all sins. Your Kingdom is at hand, and I surrender my life to you.  Help me 
to live a life that is pleasing to you and to spread your love and truth to 
those around me. Thank you for your mercy and grace. In Jesus name, I 
pray, Amen. 
 

Dee Baskerville 



                   December 19  
Matthew 22:42-44 

 

Christmas is almost here! Every year I’m struck by the way 
Christmastime has become synonymous with marketing campaigns 
flashing all the pretty things across our screens, declaring everything we 
must do/buy in order to prepare well. Advertisers try to convince us 
authentic love is shown by focusing our efforts/money toward elaborate 
gatherings and giving special gifts. Almost everyone grows in 
anticipation of a holiday from work schedules - a relief from the frenzied 
pace we keep, especially when adding to our calendars the party 
invitations, travel, and expectation to split our time with multiple family 
and friends! Even more pressing, we’re living amidst increased hostility 
toward expressing our Christian faith! I feel these tensions when trying 
to navigate it all! “Good” things can become distractions from focusing 
on the Truth of The Word! As God’s children, how do we make sure not 
to miss Him at the core of  the  “reason for the season”? 
 

Do we find comfort in knowing Jesus experienced the tension of the 
world’s focus too? As God in human form, His purpose was very 
different from the expectations and rules for the people He came to 
save. In today’s passage, Matthew emphasizes Jesus’ position of being 
surrounded by displaced priorities - especially by the myriad of religious 
leaders. Jesus willingly walked into a long string of their attempts to trip 
Him up through their esteemed rhetoric and logic. This took place just a 
few days prior to culminating His ultimate mission. These Pharisees, 
Sadducees, and even Herodians (very different Jewish groups who did 
not agree on the interpretation of the Law and the Prophets) came 
together - indeed they SURROUNDED Him - with the common goal to 
prove that Jesus was another blasphemous false prophet. He knew the 
questioning process they plotted would culminate with His crucifixion! 
One by one, Jesus responded to their purposeful “gotcha” questions 
with truthful answers, rooted in the scriptures they took pride in 
knowing and upholding. It was one of his final chances to point out their 
misplaced piety and present them with some of the same lessons He 
had been revealing to the apostles and other followers. As they listened 
to his stories and responses (even sometimes refusing to answer their 
maligned questions), their indignation grew into heated rage.  
 

The Pharisees not only questioned His ministry, but they perpetuated 
doubt and defiance against the Truth He presented them. Trying to 
 “catch” Him - wanting to prove His words were lies, they were so dead-
set in showing their own righteousness with their self-declared piety - 
they missed the miraculous foretelling right in front of them. Jesus 
revealed everything they needed to know about who He was. As experts 
in the Torah, they could have recognized the prophesies. Yet their pride 
got in the way. Their hearts were too hard to recognize the Truth and 
the unfolding of His identity. 



 

Contrast them with the Apostles. When Jesus declared,  “Follow me”, 
they did! From that following, we have Matthew’s account, with all the 
others. Through their personal relationship with Him, they learned even 
more from the scriptures they had never fully understood! And from 
those new revelations, they encountered who Jesus TRULY was. They 
KNEW our Messiah! And they anticipated His enemies would be 
humbled beneath His feet, as David declared. But, when they saw how 
He angered those religious leaders so much the death penalty was 
incited upon Him, the apostles also trembled in doubt. Had they been 
wrong about Him all along? 
 

These verses in Matthew emphasize the connection between God’s 
Word given in the Torah and echoed by David in his Psalms. David is part 
of Jesus lineage. The prophesied Messiah, incarnate from Heaven, 
walked as a human upon the Earth He created, and fulfilled His legacy 
within an earthly family! He became one of the mortal bodies God 
formed with His hands! And we have been given His Word to know Him 
personally! The “connective tissue” in the WORD Of LIFE lives and 
breathes from Old Testament into the Gospels and Epistles so readers 
across all the ages might see Messiah even before He was born, and 
better comprehend the fulfillment of his mission! 
 

Jesus has given us all the answers! His “ancient words are ever true” just 
as they were in the very moments the people walking with him asked 
their own questions. As we await the Messiah’s coming, are we 
convinced the answers we seek are too mysterious and elusive? Or do 
we know without a doubt we have an intimate relationship with the One 
who made us and declares that HIS gift is truly all we really need? 
 

As we see from the reactions of those religious leaders…The truth is 
hard to hear and accept sometimes! 
 

All the tension just in these few verses from Matthew 22 reveals Jesus 
being “Foretold and Fulfilled” to us! The WORD indeed prepares us for 
Christmas - all pointing to Jesus’ mission - the Good News of our 
salvation! HALLELUJAH! 
 

Dear Jesus, We still cannot fully comprehend how You, a son of David, 
were both human and divine. Thankfully, the mystery of God’s ways are 
the basis of our Faith! The Grace and Mercy of Your “reason for this 
season” is profound beyond our ability to completely understand. And 
yet, You have revealed Yourself to us through Scripture. Help us to grasp 
the gifts You have given us! Let this Advent and Christmas season bring 
us to a new and fresh realization of our purposes as Your children. May 
we guard our hearts so we DO NOT MISS YOU! AMEN, Come Lord Jesus!   
 

Kristen Wells 
 
 



    December 20 
Matthew 1:18 

 
This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about:  His mother Mary was 
pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was 
found to be with child through the Holy Spirit. Matthew 1:18 
 
Can you imagine being Mary?  A young woman with a plan to marry and 
dreaming of her future when suddenly you receive an angel’s message 
and find yourself with child.  And not just any child…but the Savior that 
the world has been waiting for.  That’s a lot to take in and must have felt 
so overwhelming and out of control. 
 
This passage in Matthew reminds us that God’s greatest miracles often 
happen in the middle of ordinary life when you least expect it.  Mary 
and Joseph were everyday people and the miraculous conception 
rewrote their story in ways they never could have imagined. 
 
Like Mary and Joseph, we don’t always understand what God is doing.  
And He may ask us to do things that are uncomfortable and outside the 
plans we had for our life.  God’s timing is often inconvenient and 
confusing and our faith may be stretched, but we need to trust that God 
is at work, even when we don’t understand the full picture.  Jesus’ birth 
started in faith, trust, and obedience to the plan of God.   
 
In this Advent season, take a 
moment to let go of expectations 
of how things are supposed to go.  
Ask God to grant us peace to 
trust how He’s working in the 
unexpected places in our lives.   
 
Sarah and Kevin Moore 
  



December 21               4th Week of Advent 
Isaiah 7:10–17 
 
Later, the Lord send this message to King Ahaz: “Ask the Lord your God 
for a sign of confirmation [of impending war], Ahaz. Make it as difficult 
as you want – as high as heaven of as deep as the place of the dead.” 
But, the king refused, “No,” he said, “I will not test the Lord like that. 
“Then Isaiah said, “Listen well, you royal family of David! Isn’t it enough 
to exhaust human patience? Must you exhaust the patience of my God 
as well? All right then, the Lord himself will give you the sign. Look! The 
virgin will conceive a child! She will give birth to a son and will call him 
Immanuel. …” Isaiah 7:10-17 (NLT) 
 
When Isaiah wrote this it was around 700 BC. Kind Ahaz was a non-
believer and was frightened when he learned that two “neighboring” 
kings were plotting war against him and his country. But he refused 
God’s “suggestion” that he ask for a confirmation sign that this war 
wouldn’t happen [at that time, but later]. 
 
This got me thinking – have you ever thought that you couldn’t ask God 
for EVERY thing because ‘God is so big and so busy’ that you didn’t want 
to “bother” Him? I have and still think this sometimes (though not as 
often!). We tend to think that God has more important things to deal 
with. “Oh, ye of little faith!” Heard that before? God is Big and Busy – 
but NOT too busy for any of us and our every concern. So, ask away!! 
 
In spite of the pride of King Ahaz, God gave him and us a sign anyway. 
He promised a baby would be born and would save us. This prophecy 
was fulfilled approximately 700 years later. Thank you, God, for Jesus, – 
our Savior and Brother. 
 
Heavenly Father, we thank you for wanting us and asking us to reach up 
to you in prayer about everything—big and small—always!! We trust 
you, Lord, in all you do. Thank you for Jesus and His promises!!! Amen. 
 
Suzy Patterson  



    December 22 
Psalm 25:20-21 

 
“Guard my life and rescue me; do not let me be put to shame, for I take 
refuge in you. May integrity and uprightness protect me, because my 
hope, Lord, is in you.” Psalm 25:20-21 
 

During Advent we talk a lot about hope. The first candle we light on the 
Advent wreath is the candle of hope. Many of our Advent readings 
center on the hope of the coming Messiah. In our worship, we sing 
hymns of the light that breaks through the darkness of our world. But 
Psalm 25 reminds us that hope is not just a pleasant feeling; it is a 
lifeline in times of fear, discouragement, and uncertainty. David is 
sharing some deeply personal struggles he is wrestling with. His enemies 
are many and are all around. His friends have deserted him. Yet despite 
all the troubles, we see here the wonderful display of the heart of a well 
taught believer in his season of crisis. So, he says, “My hope, Lord, is in 
You.” David is asking God for His protection, rescue, and strength.   
 

Advent hope does not ignore our struggles . . . it shines into them. Israel 
waited for a Savior while living under oppression. Mary and Joseph 
awaited Christ’s birth in a world of hardships and difficulties. And we too 
wait . . . for healing, for help get through whatever we have to get 
through, for peace to handle the stresses of life and for signs of God’s 
presence for us and with us and for the stamina to hang on when times 
are tough. Hope may not be necessary when we are faced with an easy 
task.  It comes when we are faced with something that feels impossible.   
 

Because Jesus came once, we know He will come again. We wait with 
expectancy, with trust, and with confidence. We will walk with integrity 
and uprightness because God is walking with us. Hope guards our life 
and holds us when life is shaky and uncertain.   
 

This Advent season let this be our prayer: Gracious God, in this season of 
waiting, we turn our hearts toward You. When our world feels uncertain 
and our lives are filled with anxiety, when our steps are unsteady Lord, in 
You we take refuge. Protect our hearts and strengthen our faith, and fill 
us with the hope that only Christ can bring.  Help us to keep our eyes 
focused on the Savior who brings hope, joy, peace and love. In Jesus’ 
name. Amen. 
 

Doug & Terri Gast 



December 23  
Psalm 33:20-22 
 
We wait in hope for the Lord; 
he is our help and our shield. 
In him our hearts rejoice, 
for we trust in His holy name. 
May your unfailing love be with us, Lord, 
even as we put our hope in you.  
Psalm 33:20-22 (NIV) 
 
Advent is a time of waiting and preparation for the joys of Christmas and 
beyond.  It is an exciting time as we look to the celebration of the birth 
of Christ.  We remember as children all the hope and excitement we felt 
as we got closer and closer to that special day of celebration, Christmas. 
Advent also reminds us to be patient in hope as we wait.  
 
Our lives are filled with waiting and anticipating spending times and 
holidays with family and friends who are important to us. In the 
different seasons of our lives, we have seen how God has provided help 
and protection. In the stressful, challenging and difficult times, we have 
learned to put our trust in Him.  God has been, is, and will be there 
through all our waiting. We are so thankful that although we never walk 
through life perfectly, we walk through it knowing that God is with us 
through it all.  
 
Thank you, God, for your unfailing love and grace. Thank you for Your 
constant help and protection in our lives.  Thank you for giving us hope 
and the joy of the celebration after the wait. 
 
Submitted with love to our heavenly Father by Jeff and Carol Warning 

  



Christmas Eve                December 24 
Psalm 110:1–4 

 
The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit in the place of honor at my right hand 
until I humble your enemies, making them a footstool under your feet.” 
The Lord will extend your powerful kingdom from Jerusalem; you will 
rule over your enemies. When you go to war, your people will serve you 
willingly. You are arrayed in holy garments, and your strength will be 
renewed each day like the morning dew. The Lord has taken an oath and 
will not break his vow:  “You are a priest forever in the order of 
Melchizedek.” Psalm 110:1-4  
 
Psalm 110 is a Messianic prophecy.  God promises a future ruler who 
will sit at His right hand until his enemies are defeated, will rule from 
Zion, and will be a priest forever.   
 
In Advent, we wait even though we already know about Jesus’ birth as 
the declaration to the cosmos that the primary enemy of all – death 
itself – has been defeated and God is with us.  Since God knows us, He 
places this Psalm in our midst as a reminder that victory is here, and He 
reigns with Jesus at His right hand and is in control of all things.   
I don’t know about you, but in preparing for Christmas, my life can get 
out-of-control and quickly.  There so many new and bright things 
grabbing my attention and diverting me from the true narrative of God’s 
in-breaking.  I’m immediately flung beyond waiting and into chaos.  
Socially, with family and friends, we are swept up in celebration and 
before we can catch our breath – we hear the cries of the infant from 
Bethlehem.  
 
In a season that is supposed to have ‘waiting’ built into it, tomorrow 
becomes today with too much speed. We burst forward, leaving this 
clear prophecy and declaration of the Psalmist behind – choking out 
hope in the dust of busyness. Thankfully, ancient, faithful voices re-enter 
our lives on the eve of Incarnation – thank God for a respite.   
 
Tonight, is pregnant with anticipation, hope experiences the pain and 
joy of fulfilment of prophetic promise.  We wait.  Straining long enough 
to gain a final and lasting perspective on what God is about to do for you 
and me.   
 



Very soon, you’ll find true Shalom, despite the seasonal turmoil, and 
eternal solace within seasonal celebration.  You are about to be 
humbled at this forgiving and life transforming infant, a forever High 
Priest, laying in a stable. 
 
Trust the Psalmist, when you awake tomorrow, look east, you will find – 
it was worth the wait.    
 
We pray: O Lord, pause my lifelong enough to recognize the forever High 
Priest is Jesus and that God has become one of us.  Guide me in this last 
day, to complete my preparations for your coming.  Help me to know, 
that soon I will be called to offer myself to him, not out of fear, but out of 
love and gratitude for the salvation he brings. Maranatha! Come, into 
my live Lord Jesus. AMEN. 
 
Pastor DJ Smith 
 
 
 

  



December 25           Christmas Day  
Isaiah 52:7–10 
 
How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of the messenger who 
brings good news, the good news of peace and salvation, the news that 
the God of Israel reigns! The watchmen shout and sing with joy, for 
before their very eyes they see the Lord returning to Jerusalem. Let the 
ruins of Jerusalem break into joyful song, for the Lord has comforted his 
people. He has redeemed Jerusalem.  The Lord has demonstrated his 
holy power before the eyes of all the nations. All the ends of the earth 
will see the victory of our God. Isaiah 52:7-10 (NLT) 
 
This is a passage we have heard many times, one that gives us a beautiful 
vision, things we all wish for: good news, peace, salvation, joy! Good news 
and ruins are not exactly things we associate with each other, especially 
in the same breath. But despite the ruins, the ashes, the chaos of this 
world, we have Good News! What I hope we realize is that we are the 
"feet", the very messengers that this passage is referring  to, the voice, 
the songsters and the heralds! Each time we share our  Christian Love, 
each time we comfort those in need, every time we share our time with 
someone who is hurting or downtrodden, give our time, treasure and 
talents, Christ is at work through us, the messengers who bring good 
news! Through the ruins, the hurt, the sadness, with kind words or a 
hand on the shoulder we proclaim from mountain tops that Jesus the 
Christ, our Messiah has come and He has victory over all! It is no small 
thing that we do--the Food Pantry, the volunteers doing all the tasks 
around church and beyond, the Eucharistic Ministers, the rakers and the 
shovelers and mowers--it is all the Feet of the Messengers who bring 
good news. 
 
Kevin Hansen 
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