
 
 
 
 
 
  

Announcement of Candidacy Visit 

 

Pastor Douglas and Debra Schoelles to Visit Bethel May 31, 2026. 

Fellow Members of Bethel,  

It is with joy and gratitude to God, that your Call Committee is 
privileged to announce, that after a thorough search, they have 
recommended Rev. Douglas Schoelles as our candidate for our next 
pastor. 

We invite you to join us for a special service and reception to meet 
Pastor Douglas and his wife, Debra.  

When:** One Worship Service – 10:00am, Sunday, May 31, 2026. 

Pastor Douglas will lead worship, preach and preside.  

Immediately following the service, there will be a reception in the 
Fellowship Hall. 

This is a wonderful opportunity to get to know Pastor Douglas and 
Debra and for them to experience the warmth of our congregation.  

We encourage everyone to wear nametags and share a welcoming 
word. 

Please keep Pastor Douglas and Debra, and our congregation in your 
prayers as we prepare for this important step together. 

In Christ, 

 

Logan Wells, Church Council President.   
On behalf of the Call Committee and Church Council. 

 

**No service Saturday, May 30, 2026, so everyone can meet and greet 
Pastor Douglas together.  

Pastor DJ Smith 
Interim Pastor 

  

Pastor Doug Gast 
Pastor Emeritus 

  

Janet Guyer 
Office Coordinator / Secretary 

20650 Cumberland Rd. 
Noblesville, IN 46062 

  

317.773.4315 
  

Christ-Centered 

We affirm the authority of the 

Scriptures as the authoritative 

source and norm, “according to 

which all doctrines should 

and must be judged.”  
  

Mission-Driven 

We believe that the mission of 

the Church is to preach the 

Gospel and to make 

disciples for Christ. 
  

Traditionally-Grounded 

We affirm the ecumenical 

creeds and the faithful 

witness of the Church 

across time and space. 
  

Congregationally-Focused 

We strive to be a church body 

that is organized to facilitate 

the ministries of local 

congregations in a posture of 

servant hood and a spirit of 

partnership, through the 

provision of resources, 

connections and information. 
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Introduction of Pastor Douglas Schoelles and wife, Debra, from the Call Committee  
 
Right up front let’s make sure we all know the correct pronunciation of their last name: 
(shell-iss). When addressing him by his first name, he prefers Douglas (not Doug).  
 
Pastor Douglas and Debra have been married for 8 1/2 years (Dec. 2018). There are 4 
grown children, ages 34 to 23 (two young men and two young ladies) who are scattered 
in different areas of the country. Debra is an active partner in ministry with him.  
 
His most recent call has been in our Heartland Mission District - St John’s, Lake 
Township (in the Ft. Wayne area) for the past 5 1/2 years. Note: For those who were 
present at our Congregational Call Workshop in October, 2023, he was the one who led 
us through that preparatory meeting.  
 
In his profile, he lists his 5 “top” ministry strengths as:  

1. Faith in Christ  
2. Preaching/Teaching  
3. Leadership  
4. Evangelist  
5. Theologian  

 
He has been producing a Blog/Podcast called “The Daily Plunge”. It can be found at 
these Links: https://dailyplunge.org  
and  
https://www.YouTube.com/@thedailyplunge4141  
 
Pastor Douglas is passionate about reaching people who need to know Jesus’ love and 
sacrifice. Serving with a congregation that is seeking God’s direction to connect with 
others in our community, beyond our church walls is a primary focus. We believe his 
experience in training disciples, mentoring Christian leaders, developing awareness of 
Spiritual gifts, and encouraging everyone to find their place in Christ’s family will help 
our Bethel family embrace even more innovative ministry, which God has planned for 
us.  

https://dailyplunge.org/
https://www.youtube.com/@thedailyplunge4141

